[bookmark: _Hlk98318561]Regular Session 								September 16, 2024 

The members of Hubbard City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 16, 2024, in council chambers with President William Williams presiding. Approximately 32 people were in attendance. 
Roll call showed the following members in attendance: 
B. Viele      R. Zambrini     M. Mogg     C. Cummings      M. Kerr      R. Hallapy      J. Crowe 
[bookmark: _Hlk101205333][bookmark: _Hlk101205368]It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the minutes of the September 3, 2024, regular session as presented to council. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.
COMMUNICATIONS- 
Clerk- We received from The Ohio Department of Commerce a notice to legislative authorities that all class C and D retail permits to sell alcoholic beverages will expire on October 1. I will pass this on to the safety director.
Mr. Williams- then you and Bob will look at those. Well, that is how we always handle that. We get that and we send that to you. If you guys got problems, you can send the letters off. If not, let us know. Okay, is that it?
Clerk- We have the Mayor’s Court Report for July showing a total of $1,005 and for August of 24 showing a total of $975. We have the income tax comparison for July 21, 2024 and August 30, 2024 and the reconciliation of Bank Statements for month ended July 31 and August 30. That is all.
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the communications and place them in the proper files. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES- 
FINANCE- Ms. Zambrini- Yes Mr. President, last week I stopped in to visit our auditor just to see how the financial picture looked for the remainder of the year. I learned that there are no red flags at the present time. Everything seems to be as it should and income tax revenue remains on the plus side which is good. I also, at that time, learned that the auditor has received several department budgets for 2025. There are a few more that he is waiting for and as soon as he can compile all those council will have a budget for next year to look forward too. Thank you very much.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
PARK & RECREATION- Ms. Cummings- Yes Mr. President, our regular meeting was held on September 10 at Jones Field. They did a final discussion on this year’s budget so, we are one of the ones that has not been turned in yet. The bathrooms were redone and the walls were painted inside and the floor was done. The pavilion was painted on the inside and the locks were fixed and the cameras were all replaced and additional cameras were put in to cover more area of the park. They are going to hire Hometown Services to complete the refurbishing of the bleachers at Jones Field. They are in deplorable shape and need to be replaced. I think they are eliminating two of them. They still have questions about the sewer line behind third base that still needs to be replaced. There was a discussion started for cameras due to some minor damage done at Waugh Field. We are going to be installing cameras at Waugh Field. Our next meeting will be October 8th at Jones. That is all I have Mr. President, thank you. 
Mr. Williams-Thank you
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- Mr. Hallapy- No report Mr. President, thank you.
Mr. Williams- Thank you.
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES- 
PLANNING & ZONING- Ms. Viele- The Planning & Zoning Commission will be holding a public hearing Wednesday, October 16 at 7 pm here in City Council Chambers. They will be discussing the placement of a food trailer on East Liberty Street. It is a Wednesday Meeting because of the Veteran’s Day holiday. The Planning & Zoning Appeals Board doesn’t have anything on their agenda as of yet. Thank you.
Mr. Williams- Thank you.
UTILITIES- Mr. Kerr- Nothing at this time Mr. President. As I spoke in caucus, as we wait for AMP’s Transmissions Reports later this year hopefully, we will have a work session or committee meeting I am sorry. That is all I have.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
STREETS & SIDEWALKS- Mr. Crowe- Yes Mr. President, the Street Resurfacing Program for 2024 started today. They are milling the streets on Caroline and Rebecca then they will get to Mock Street, Gary, Glenwood and Oak Knoll. The weather looks good all week so, they may be done this week. At the next meeting, I will have information on the leaf pickup program for this fall. That is all I have, thank you.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
SAFETY- Mr. Mogg- I have no report under safety Mr. President, thank you.
Mr. Williams- Thank you.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES-
CEMETERY BOARD- Mr. Mogg- Under the cemetery, I don’t have a report but I would like to call a meeting for next Monday at 4 pm at the cemetery which would be September 23. That is all I have under cemetery.
Mr. Williams- Okay, how about fire district?
FIRE DISTRICT-Mr. Mogg- Under the fire district, I hope everyone has seen the two new ambulances out in service. They look great and their running awesome. When the ambulances were purchased, we decided to pay for one and finance another. Well, we found out over the weekend, we got a grant to pay for the second one. That should be happening this week. That is awesome, real awesome. During the meeting, we established an internet auction policy because we now have four ambulances. We are going to get rid of a 2013 unit. That will be going out on internet auction following ORC guidelines and everything. Congratulations to Justin Miller and Tom Powell. They both filled all the requirements to be hired by the fire department. So, welcome guys and thank you for stepping up. There has been an agreement made with the Hubbard School System for us to supply EMS during the football games at night. That is a nice thing to have. A list of things coming up, they got a bunch. October 11, 5 to 8 pm, the Chili Cook off at the Penguin City Brewery. I was there last year. It was a lot of fun. Ten dollars a ticket gets you in. On November 2, the Hubbard Volunteer Fire Department Fireman’s Ball at Tiffany’s Banquet Center, thirty dollars a person, cash bar. The thirty dollars includes appetizers. It is always a good time and fundraiser for the fire department. On October 19, the fire department will be holding an Open House at the fire station from 4 to 8 pm. There will be food and beverages, equipment demos, Stat Medevac helicopter will be flying in. they will have all kinds of stuff for the kids to do. That is all I have Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- Thank you.
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS 
SAFETY DIRECTOR- Mr. Rentz- Thank you Mr. President. We got our signs for the fire department area. I picked those up last week along with the Harding Park sign out at Muni Signs. Once Dan Yankel gets those painted we are going to put those up. I want to keep it like 
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REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS 
in the same day. I am also going to put a letter to the public just to advise them of what is going on with that. I am waiting on two quotes then I am going to be putting in for that Norfolk-Southern Grant. One for the police department and I am also going to do a community one to help out Mr. Farcas with a few things that his guys might need. The school district had their drill on the 12th. Everything seemed to go okay with that. They made it to where they were supposed to and back safely. Officer Burnside is doing well in her position. The FTO’s have been giving good reports on her. She is adapting well to her new job. Since decreasing the steps and raising the pay, there has been an interest, a little bit more interest in the department. I know the Chief has spoken directly to some people down in the academy itself. He basically indicated to them that when they graduate how to apply. That is all I have Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
SERVICE DIRECTOR- Mr. Farcas- Thank you Mr. President. I would just like to announce that we are taking applications to hire seasonal workers for our annual leaf pick up program. Autumn is here. Thank you.
LAW DIRECTOR- Mr. Villano- No report Mr. President, thank you. 
Mr. Williams- Thank you
TREASURER- Ms. Ruha- You have the July and August Reconciliation and I have nothing to add at this time. Thank you.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
AUDITOR- Mr. Villano- Nothing this evening Mr. President. Thank you
Mr. Williams- Thank you
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the reports of standing committees, special committees, and city officials. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote unanimous. 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Thank you President Williams, in the next week or so Randy Smith Trumbull County Engineer and his highway crew will be coming into the city and assisting us with a mill and fill program. One of the locations is on the bottom of Viola. There is a small section that needs to be resurfaced and various points in Timber Point, on Timber Point Blvd., Old Orchard and Oakcrest. We are thinking outside the box and utilizing the County Engineer and his willingness to come to our city and help us maintain and hopefully, extend the life of some of these roads. As mentioned, our street resurfacing program is underway just so everyone knows. Please try to avoid the areas as they are being resurfaced so that you can avoid any issues and also worker safety. I have contacted the Regional Chamber about our empty Rite Aid building. We are trying to work as a region with all the empty Rite Aids to try to find maybe a national retailer or to maybe put forth a program to try and think outside the box and keeping everybody separated to try to push one package. I attended the Mahoning Mayor’s River Association meeting. It was great to see a true Regional Mahoning and Trumbull coordination of a lot of different things going on in cities including some talk about utilizing all our flock cameras together. With so many of the communities having the flock cameras and ones that are bordering each other, it was really nice to see. Our law enforcement officers are going to be getting together. Youngstown will be installing I believe over fifty or sixty in the very near future. We do have some other neighbors that do have them so, the mayors are going to try to lead the way and do some coordination with it. I think it will be good for the area. Tomorrow I will be advocating for our two Public Works Commissions Projects for the District 6 Integrating Committee our priority one project just as a reminder is our local share for Elmwood Dr. resurfacing which will be next year. Our priority two project is Roosevelt Drive from 616 into the turnaround located where the residential side of things are Roosevelt Drive in the city and also 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
the areas inside Harding Park. That will be our priority two Project, so I will be advocating for those two. Hopefully, we will be able to get them both funded. We will see. Last reminder before it occurs, our World War I/World War II Veteran’s Bridge Dedication will be September 28th at 9 am. It is a coordinated effort between our American Legion Post and our V.F.W. Post. With this renaming and dedication of the bridge on West Park Avenue next to St. Pat’s., I want to thank Mr. Farcas and his great job and leadership with some of our employees in getting that bridge resurfaced and ready to go. Lastly, just a reminder, Trick or Treat is on Halloween, Thursday the 31st from 5 to 7 pm. Thank you.
Mr. Williams-Thank you, mayor.
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the mayor’s report.
Mr. Williams-I don’t know how to ask this but you brought up the flock cameras so I guess I am going to ask you and your administration, Are we good on those? Do we need more?
Chief- not at mic inaudible
Mr. Williams- I mean but we are good for our coverage?
Chief- We cover every vehicle coming into the city but I wouldn’t mind to have two at the center of the city so we could catch things still inside. We use them a lot for investigative on hit and skips, missing persons and all kinds of stuff. They are definitely a tool.
Mr. Williams- Maybe at the end of the year, if you got a little something
Mayor- Yeah that was part of our mayors discussion was how people are using them, how things are going well, better ideas, there is a great dialogue and I hope our Police Chiefs all get together as well.
Chief- I had about 60 last week because they send out request basically.
Mr. Williams- Okay
Chief- It is all over it is not just local.
Mr. Williams-Right, but I mean just the results we saw here almost immediately. I got to congratulate you Chief again on that one. That was a great call.
Chief- The guys are the ones that use it not me.
Mr. Williams- Well I mean, you guys did the leg work and got the information for us. I think it is a great thing for the community. I don’t have anymore, questions comments?
Mr. Kerr- Just a question, I believe it caught the guy in Florida. The attempted assassination on a flock camera.
Chief- It is not uncommon.
There were no more questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote Unanimous. 
UNFINISHED OR OLD BUSINESS- 	
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON AGENDA ITEMS-
Mr. Williams- if there is anyone who wishes to address city council on either of the two agenda items we this evening when recognized please step forward to the microphone and state your name and address for the record. You will have three minutes unless extended by council vote. 
NEW BUSINESS & REQUESTS FOR LEGISLATION-
Mr. Williams- We have no requests for legislation this evening that I am aware of.
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ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
Ordinance 13-24 First Reading
AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE, ADOPT, AND ENACT THE 2024 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES: TO REPEAL ORDIANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH: TO PUBLISH THE ENACTMENT OF NEW MATTER AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Mr. Williams- Since there is no action on Ordinance 13-24 it will flow to its second reading.
Resolution 12-24 First Reading
TO SUPPORT THE APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER TO THE 911 PROGRAM REVIEW COMMITTEE OF THE TRUMBULL COUNTY 911 SYSTEM PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE 128.06
It was moved by Mr. Mogg with a second by Ms. Cummings to suspend the second and third readings of Resolution 12-24. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Vote taken. Motion passed. Vote unanimous. 
It was moved by Mr. Mogg with a second by Ms. Cummings that Resolution 12-24 be passed as read. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Vote taken. Motion passed. Vote unanimous. 
Mr. Williams- Okay that is all we have on the agenda.
PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS-
Mr. Williams- If there is anyone who wishes to address city council on non-agenda items related to city council business, when recognized please step forward to the microphone and state your name and address for the record you will have three minutes unless extended by council vote. 
Mr. Mogg-Dustin you have to turn that on

Mr. Williams- It is on the back. There is a little switch and you will see a red light.

My name is Dustin Crites. Mr. Mayor, Council Members and residents of the City of Hubbard, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak tonight to address the council. We are looking for a resolution for ACA Dispensary to operate as a recreational cannabis  facility pending the outcome of the November 2024 City of Hubbard referendum vote that seeks to overturn the legislation banning ACA dispensary from selling recreational cannabis from the store. For those who may not know me, my name is Dustin Crites, and I’ve had the privilege for the last year of managing ACA Dispensary in Hubbard. We have a newly renovated 8,000 square foot facility on East Liberty Avenue that has been operating as a medical cannabis dispensary since December 2023. To provide some background, during the November 2023 election, citizens of the State of Ohio, including citizens from the City of Hubbard, voted in favor of Issue 2. As a result, Ohio become the twenty fourth state to legalize the sale of recreational marijuana. Why did Ohio voters support the state’s highly regulated adult use program? They indicated that they felt comfortable with a recreational program where retailers (like ACA Dispensary) are required to be background checked, licensed by the state, comply with mandatory setbacks from schools, playgrounds and churches, would lose their license for selling to somebody under the age of twenty-one years old and pay taxes to the benefit of the local community that supports the local dispensary. This is in contrast that with the illicit market, where drug dealers don’t ask for IDs, they don’t test their producers to make sure they’re not contaminated, their methods of production aren’t regulated or overseen by anybody, and they don’t pay taxes. Unfortunately, in June of this year, the city council passed a ban on the sale of recreational cannabis within city limits. As just one of a handful of municipalities within with state to take such action, the city council’s actions have had dire consequences on both ACA Dispensary and the City of Hubbard. With medicinal sales down, and after already reducing our store hours, we are not sure that the ACA will be able to keep its doors open until the November election. Meanwhile, medicinal and adult use customers, City of Hubbard residents and tax dollars flow to neighboring communities such as Youngstown which have active recreational dispensaries. Here is a list of some numbers:   Job Opportunities: We currently have, 25% of ACA Dispensary reside in the City of Hubbard. If we get to sell adult use cannabis, we anticipate growing our staff which would result in bringing new jobs to Hubbard. If we cannot operate recreationally, we will need to relocate the store elsewhere in Ohio, which 
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PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS-
would result in a local reduction in force. Tax Dollars. These are not hypothetical; they are published figures from the Ohio Division of Cannabis Control. In the first month of adult-use cannabis sales, the state saw nearly $54.6 million in recreational sales. With 123 dispensaries licensed to sell adult-use products, that averages out to roughly $445,000 per month in revenue per store, or about $5.3 million annually. We believe this to be a conservative estimate based upon Hubbard’s location and the size and condition of our store. From that revenue, 3.6% would go directly to the City of Hubbard from tax revenue—this would be an amount of $191,940 annually. Nearly $200,000 that could be invested back into our community: supporting the local police force, enhancing our school system, or improving our infrastructure. If we are forced to relocate, the tax revenue going to the City of Hubbard will be $0. Economic Development. Increased foot traffic to our store would naturally benefit nearby businesses—whether its people stopping to shop or dine at local restaurants, grocery stores, or hitting the gas stations or visiting the various stores in the downtown core, the ripple effect of these sales would extend throughout the local economy to grow more job creation and further ancillary

Mr. Williams- Dustin, I am sorry your three minutes are up. Is there anyone who wish to make a motion to extend his time?

Ms. Cummings- I make a motion.

Mr. Mogg- I’ll second it.

Mr. Williams- How much time do you want to give him?

Ms. Cummings- three minutes, an additional three minutes.

Mr. Williams- Okay, you’re seconding that?

It was moved by Ms. Cummings with a second by Mr. Mogg to extend time by three minutes. Vote taken. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.

Mr. Williams- All yours

Dustin Crites- Thank you.  Safe Consumption and Control. As we are a highly regulated entity that is licensed by the Department of Commerce, we ensure that we only sell approved safety-tested products to those twenty-one years and older, as subject to random inspections by the state, who has 24-7 access to our inventory system and security cameras. If we are forced to shut our doors, folks may turn to the unsafe illicit market.   Safety and Security. ACA Dispensary Hubbard is equipped with state-of-the-art security systems, has on-site security during operational hours and has trained its staff in various security mechanisms we have in place. These security mechanisms, including even our camera placement, were reviewed by the state before we were permitted to open. These cameras help protect not only our facility and customers but have also been used to the benefit of the community as we have worked hand-in-hand with local law enforcement to provide requested security footage. Additionally, to our knowledge, there has not been any measurable increase in crime or violence in Ohio communities that have begun adult-use sales. The narrative that adult-use cannabis will lead to a rise in crime is simply unfounded and has yet to be proven true. Building artificial walls around the city is not the solution. We have residents and voters of the City of Hubbard driving twenty plus minutes away to purchase from other dispensaries that permit adult use. While it would be easy for us to pack up and relocate to one of these other communities, we are fighting to stay in the City of Hubbard. We believe in this community, which has welcomed me as one of its own, and want to contribute to its success. I know that in conjunction with our team, who have successfully and securely transitioned dispensaries from medicinal to recreational, we can build something about which the citizens of the City of Hubbard will be proud of. Let’s collaborate and find a way to allow us for this in a safe and compliant manner, that helps our residents and community and give us a chance to continue to demonstrate our positive impact. I have a deep respect for each of you and the time and dedication you give to this City. I know that serving on the council is no easy task, and I appreciate the thought and care you bring to every decision. We hope that the council members who have chosen to 
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PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS-
oppose the recreational sale of cannabis by ACA Dispensary will reconsider their position. Thank you for your time.   

Mr. Williams- Dustin, can I just ask a couple of questions because I am a little confused?

Mr. Crites- Yes sir.

Mr. Williams- ACH is asking for this?    

Mr. Crites- ACA Dispensary

Mr. Williams- ACA

Mr. Crites- Yes sir.

Mr. Williams- Did they put something in writing like a letter of what they were wanting because I don’t … I have heard talk and I heard you say you want a resolution?

Mr. Crites- We would like to be able to put a legislative bill to allow us to have temporary use to sell until the vote happens in November so that we can prove that their aren’t issues or problems.

Mr. Williams- Okay

Mr. M. Villano- by the time you requested it and it went three readings we would be on the Election Day.

Mr. Crites- In November?       

Mr. M. Villano- Yes because we are already at our second meeting in September. If they requested it at the next meeting it would be the first week of October, come back the second meeting in October you would be beyond the election before you could pass a resolution at this point.

Mr. Williams- We couldn’t do a resolution could you?

Mr. M. Villano- I don’t really think we could. I think you would need to overturn our ordinance and council has already voted on that but it is a council decision. I can’t make that decision. Council has to make the decision as far as which way they want it to go. I believe council’s consensus was let it go to the voters and let the citizens of the city decide what they want. It they want it, we will obey their wishes. If they don’t want it, we’ll obey their wishes. It is up to the voters at this point. The election is not that far away.

Mr. Crites- Okay

Mr. Williams- That was the only question I had and I thank you.

Mr. Crites- Thank you Mr. President.

Mr. Williams- So, um I guess this is something that can be discussed at the next meeting if you guys feel you wanna breach that subject or if not that is that. Is there anyone else who wishes to address city council? Yes sir.

I just want to follow up real quick on what Dustin said.

Mr. Williams- State your name and address for the record if you would please.

My name is BC Wehman. I am not currently a resident of Hubbard County.

Mr. Williams- Hubbard City
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Mr. Wehman- Hubbard City. I work for Lighthouse Sciences. I am also an instructor at the Cleveland School of Cannabis. I have spent the last ten years kind of explaining and working
with folks to understand a little bit about legal cannabis and what it is. I don’t know you very well so I just wanted to cover a few common myths. I think we can bust them down real quick. I think first and foremost when people start to talk about adult use cannabis, they get nervous about the children. Before my job working the industry, I am a father of four children, a 26 year old engineer in Dayton, a senior in high school who will be going to Kent State to be an Elementary School teacher, and two twins in high school. I have had uncomfortable conversations with them about what I do. I have had uncomfortable conversations with them about tobacco, gambling, about gun violence about body image about mental health. That is our job as a parent to continue to have these conversations. I found the more I talked with them the more the more I realized it kind of destigmatizes it and actually makes it a little less cool. The reality is this isn’t for children. This is a twenty-one and over thing much like alcohol is twenty-one and over and tobacco, lottery tickets and casinos are eighteen and over. It is a highly regulated industry. It is extremely difficult to buy legal cannabis. It is a multi-step process of check lists and Id’s and buzzing doors to get in and out. Even when you get into the back you have to wait there by a little tiny window. In fact most theft, is internal inside our industry. It is not something that typically as Dustin points out to, leads to a lot of crime in that area. We see that because of the regulations because of the safety, crime doesn’t tend to actually go up. In fact, if you are looking at where children probably are getting cannabis is not a legal dispensary. It is on the street. It is at a smoke shop. There are nine of those in Warren. There are nine in Hubbard. There is one right around the corner. You can easily buy cannabinoids there. In fact you can’t do that unless you are twenty-one and over with valid ID at ACA Dispensary. Lastly, as Dustin pointed out, if you do not have it here, your residents of Hubbard County of Hubbard City are already consuming. Right, they already are. You are not going to have more or less people. They are going to Warren, they’re going to Struthers that is thirteen minutes away. They are going to Youngstown to Leaf Relief and then they are driving back here. You could have them in here. You could reap that huge tax revenue on top of keeping residents in your city and not encouraging them to drive. It is just something you want to think about going forward even as you head to November election. Try to remember stay even headed it is as over aching as it sometimes seems to be. Thank you for your time.

Mr. Williams- Thank you. Is there anyone else who wishes to address city council?

Mr. Mogg- Can I say something?

Mr. Williams- Well, this is public address at this point.

Mr. Mogg- Okay

Mr. Williams- I guess you could go out there and do it. I have done it. You can. I did.

Mr. Mogg- Okay

Mr. Williams- Don’t you remember I did it. State your name and address for the record please.

Yes sir, I am Councilman Mike Mogg I live at 210 Stewart Street here in the City of Hubbard. I would like to ask all members of council to consider hard the decision we made back in June.  There is a member of this community that has been here for a year as he stated that is asking for our help. They need our help to stay open. The community needs the help of the viable resources we can get out of them, revenues and everything. I would ask everyone to please consider it. If I can get you guys to help out. I would be willing to call a special meeting for next week and we could hopefully help them out. That is all I have thank you. 

Mr. Williams- Thank you. Stop by any time and talk to us sir. We appreciate you.

Mr. Mogg- smartass
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Mr. Williams- Hey, I am allowed. Is there anyone else who wishes to address council this evening? Thanks Mike

Mr. Mogg- thank you

Mr. Williams- If not I would entertain a motion to adjourn.           


ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Mr. Mogg with a second by Ms. Cummings to adjourn. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 

____________________________                    ____________________________
Lorrie Brown, Council Clerk 		                 William Williams, President
